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here just as it did in the Dakotas; nobody has forgotten the "black blizzard" dust storms. Of course, as in all agrarian states, weather equals politics, and bad weather equals radicalism. James E. Lawrence of the Lincoln Star went east in 1936 to do a series of articles on Alf Landon's chances. When he left, the corn was green. When lie returned it was black. He knew then that Landon's chances were gone with the corn "fried out."
The name Nebraska means Flat Water; the Otoe Indians called it this,-for the Platte and its famous characteristic of flowing "Ixrttom side up."18 Originally the'state was a "Louisiana orphan/' being in that part of the Louisiana Purchase which Congress first set aside as Indian country. The first homestead in the United States (1863) was in Nebraska, at a town named Beatrice, pronounced today Be-a/-rice.
There were two main streams of settlement First, Civil War veterans who sought homesteads. Nebraska, unlike Kansas, had no slave problem. There is scarcely a county seat today without the imprint of the Grand Army of the Republic. Second, German, Scandinavian, and to a somewhat smaller degree Czechoslovak settlers. These had an enormous yearning for land, their own land; they cared little for cities, and pushed straight out into the flat wilderness. Some early villages were so small that, for a time, each had only one church; Catholics and Protestants worshiped in the same room, with half the pews facing an altar at one end, half a pulpit at the other.
This was all sturdy stock. It believed in health, hard work and education. Anybody who has read the early novels of Willa Cather knows what the circumstances of life were. Today, Nebraska has more folk of German extraction than any state except Wisconsin, and alxmt IT per cent of the total population is of Czechoslovak origin. Most of the Scandinavians are Swedes, though both Norwegian and Danish communities exist Some counties are almost solidly Czech, and Czechoslovak is spoken almost as commonly as English; one county is half Czech, half Swede- The Germans are largely Lutheran, and their political affiliation varies. Woodrow Wilson, I heard it said, made Republicans out of them; then prohibition made them Democrats; during World War II they were divided. There was no discernible disloyalty among the Nebraska Germans, though plenty were strongly isolationist, in 1941-45; the Bund was not a problem. In World War I many Germans had thought well of the Kaiser, but Hitler alienated Lutherans, Catholics, Jews and all. During World War I when the German newspapers were a real power in the state, a law had to f>e passed proscribing foreign language schools and papers. This wasn't necessary in World
18 Ci "Nebraska, the Cornhusker State," by Leo A. Borah, in the National Geographic, May, 1945-